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For further information, call 915.747.5508, email history@utep.edu or come by LART 320 

 
THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT EL PASO 

 
 

Please note that due to the Covid-19 Pandemic, students should pay special attention to the 
delivery mode of all courses.  A few courses are Hybrid, but most faculty are offering classes in 
an online format: either Synchronous or Asynchronous.  Courses that are Online Synchronous 
are indicated by “Online – Day of the week – Time of the class;” while courses that are Online 
Asynchronous, are indicated by “Online – A.”  We encourage students to reach out to their 
instructors if they have any questions about the classes.  
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Undergraduate Courses 
 
 
HIST 2301 CRN 21470   Online - T R 10:30 – 11:50 a.m.  
World History to 1500 
Joshua Fan   
 
This course focuses on the early historical developments and cultural traditions from all parts of the 
world from human origins to 1500 CE. Lectures, readings, assignments, and discussions are designed to 
offer insights into the cultural, economic, political, religious, and social aspects of human experiences; 
special attention will be given to cross-cultural interactions and exchanges.        
 
 
HIST 2302 CRN 21471    Online- A 
World History Since 1500 
Samuel Brunk  
 
This course focuses on the history of societies in Asia, Africa, Europe, and the Americas from about 
1500, through the age of imperialism and the industrial revolution, to the global conflicts and 
independence movements of the twentieth century.  Please note that this course will be taught entirely 
online, through Blackboard, and that there are no on-campus meetings.  Student learning will be 
assessed through reading exercises, quizzes, primary source analyses, and online examinations.             

 
 

HIST 3301 CRN 25107  T R 9:00 - 10:20 a.m. 
Colonial America to 1763 
Yasuhide Kawashima  
 

 Course description not available at time of printing 

 

 
HIST 3305 CRN 28444   Online - M W 3:00 – 4:20 p.m. 
Civil War/Reconstruction Era 
Susan Stanfield  
 
This course examines American society during the era of the Civil War and Reconstruction.  We will 
explore the themes of sectional conflict, slavery, political and military conflict, emancipation, and the 
social, economic, and political reconstruction of the South.  This course pays close attention to the 
experience of war and its impact on civilians and soldiers, men and women, both during and after the 
military conflict.  Textbooks, monographs, primary documents and images will help us investigate the 
meaning of this war, both in the past and today.  
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HIST 3309 CRN 26323    Online- A - 8 Week Course  
Mexican-American History 
Manuel Ramirez  
 
This class is an accelerated 8-week course. This course examines the history of ethnic Mexicans in the 
United States.  Covering the pre-Columbian period to the recent past, students will gain an 
understanding of the richness and diversity of Mexican American history.  During the semester, several 
topics will be examined including early Mexican settlement, US conquest, immigration, community 
creation, identity, and gender.  This course seeks to develop independent and critical thinking, increase 
skills in written and oral communication, and foster an integration of perspectives.  The course is a 
combination of lectures, readings, videos, quizzes, discussions, and final exam. 
 
 
HIST 3323 CRN 26242  Online- A 
American Indian History 
Scott Comar   
 
This course offers an overview of the American Indian experience from the pre-Columbian period to the 
present. It examines how European contact, conquest, and colonization impacted Indigenous peoples, 
as well as how United States expansion into North America significantly reshaped Native lifeways and 
cultures. Topics under review in this course include Indigenous-colonial contact relations, land 
dispossession, self-determination and sovereignty, and resistance and resiliency in the face of national 
assimilationist policies. This course also introduces students to American Indian history as a field of 
study, examining some of its basic literature, as well as some of the methods that historians use when 
approaching this rich and diverse topic.      
 
 
HIST 3329 CRN 26229  Online- A 
African American History 
Selfa Chew-Melendez 
 
This course offers an interdisciplinary introduction to important historical, cultural, political, literary, 
religious, intellectual and artistic expressions of people of African descent in the United States. Political 
scientist Maulana Karenga defines Black studies as “the critical and systematic study of the thought and 
practice of African people in their current and historical unfolding.” Prominent themes in this course 
designed to address such “current historical unfolding,” include the origins of the African Diasporas; 
African civilizations; the Civil War; Reconstruction; migration; Black resistance, the Black Arts, Black 
Power and Civil Rights movements and their sociopolitical impact; economic empowerment; the 
disciplines of sociology and psychology; intellectual and artistic developments; material culture 
and creative production; deindustrialization and contemporary struggles. The intersections of gender, 
race and class are emphasized throughout as well as the intellectual productions of Black 
feminists. Through careful examinations of primary and secondary sources, films and key historical and 
current texts, this course introduces students to distinct epistemologies and methodologies of African 
American Studies 
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HIST 3334 CRN 28445   Online - TR 1:30 – 2:50  
History of Premodern East Asia  
Joshua Fan   
 
This is part one of a two-semester survey of East Asian societies, focusing on China, Japan, Korea, and a 
small dose of Mongol from prehistory to the 1600s. Lectures, readings, assignments, and discussions are 
designed to offer insights into the separate cultural, economic, political, and religious traditions of each 
society, but at the same time allowing students to examine the whole of East Asia as a unit within the 
larger global history perspective. The course is designed for students with no previous study of East Asia. 
This class counts towards the requirements for both the History major and minor, and the requirements 
for the Asian Studies minor. 
 
 
 HIST 3347 CRN 28446   Online- A 
South America Since 1810 
Eric Meringer  
 
South America today is an immense area of geographic, cultural and ethnic diversity. It is, nonetheless, a 
region united by a shared past. This course draws on common themes in South American history to 
promote an understanding of the area’s historical development - one that acknowledges the legacy of 
colonialism, the ramifications of imbalanced relations with the industrialized West, and the struggle for 
cultural, economic and political sovereignty as an ongoing process. Students in this course will broaden 
their historical consciousness by applying multidimensional analyses to examine the impact that 
ethnicity, power, class - and time itself - has had on shaping our perspectives of South America today. 
 
 
HIST 3368 CRN 28448   Online - M W 1:30 – 2:50 p.m. 
19th Cent. Europe, 1815-1900 
Paul Edison  
 
This course examines the history of Europe from the fall of Napoleon in 1815 to the outbreak of World 
War One in 1914, a century of profound change for Europe and the world. Topics include the battle for 
civil and political rights; industrialization and social change; nationalism and national identity; and 
biology, racism and imperialism. The class will consist of lecture and discussion. The readings consist of 
both primary and secondary sources and are intended to provide a sense of the many possible 
perspectives on the past. 
  

 
HIST 3390 CRN 24565   Online - T R 1:30 – 2:50 p.m. 
History Special Topics  
African American Women and the Black Freedom Movement 
Michael Williams 
 
The study of the role that African American women played during the Civil Rights movement demands 
academic focus if we are truly to understand what the Movement meant, how it was organized and 
carried out and what sacrifice represented for all involved in social activism. By focusing on African 
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American women activists, this course provides for a greater understanding of the overall struggle black 
people waged to change the fabric of this nation and to place the moral compass of civil and human 
rights on a global scale.  Through this course, students will come to know the tenacity and dogged 
perseverance African American women displayed and the influence they had on the actions of their 
male counterparts. Yet, this course also examines the problems women experienced within the 
movement regarding their “roles” which were often colored by ideals concerning women’s perceived 
“limitations” and proper “place” within the male/female dichotomy. By focusing on the ideas and 
thoughts of African American women, students will gain a more comprehensive understanding of the 
encompassing nature and power of activism and the necessity of understanding history and the work of 
those who came before as strength for current struggles.  
  

 
HIST 4325 CRN 20942 Online - R 1:30 – 4:20 p.m. 
Junior-Senior Seminar 
Topic: Migrant Memoir As History 
Michael Topp  

 This course examines memoirs written by migrants or the children of migrants, with an eye to 
understanding not only the range of migrant experiences, but also the relationship between memoir and 
history.  We will also read texts that explore how to plumb hidden histories, the histories of populations 
that because of their position in US society have been, and in many ways remain, neglected.  We’ll 
explore the extent to which we can read memoirs not only as primary documents, but as reliable works 
of history, and how other texts and artifacts can inform our historical understanding. 

 The class will be discussion-oriented.  Requirements include: participation in class discussion; two 2-3 
page papers on memoirs read in the class [students will choose which texts they want to write on]; a 
lengthy essay graded incrementally.  This means that students will receive a grade for their prospectus 
and bibliography; their presentation of their prospectus and sources; their section of rough draft; their 
peer editing; the essay itself.  The essay will focus on an aspect of each student’s personal or family 
history (or some other individual’s history if this is not possible for whatever reason), rooted in 
accessible public records, family documents and images, and, if possible, oral histories.  Students will 
both reconstruct an aspect of personal and family history AND articulate its historical importance. And 
don’t worry, we’ll go over what a prospectus is. 

 
HIST 4325 CRN 21493  Online - T 1:30 – 4:20 p.m. 
Junior-Senior Seminar 
Topic: The Cold War in Europe 
Leslie Waters  
 
This course focuses on European history between the years 1945 and 1992. The post-World War II 
decades saw a continent divided into competing spheres of influence, the communist east and capitalist 
west confronting one another across an “iron curtain.” How did this division begin, and was it as 
impermeable as the rhetoric suggests? What were the social and cultural features that characterized 
western and eastern European societies during this era? What factors contributed to the end of the Cold 
War? Themes include the development of state socialism, European integration, dissidence, terrorism, 
the influence of the United States and Soviet Union, and scientific and economic competition between 
the blocs.    



6 

 

Graduate Courses 
 
HIST 5302 CRN 26608  Online - M 1:30 – 4:20 p.m. 
Intro to Public History 
Yolanda Leyva 
  
What is the power of history?  Who decides what story is told, and thereby, remembered?  How and 
why have certain stories been made invisible?  What responsibility goes with this decision?  These are 
precisely the questions that we will consider this semester in “Introduction to Public History.” Public 
history provides an exciting lens to explore these important issues. Because public history is the 
methodology and practice of conveying history outside of the classroom, it has a wide-ranging influence 
on people’s beliefs, identities, and ideas about what history is. We see examples of public history around 
us all the time, whether we are aware of it or not. They can range from historical markers to museum 
exhibits, historical documentaries, historical sites, and community history projects.  This course will 
focus on two important venues for public history: museums and oral history. Every public history class 
that I teach includes a hands-on project. This semester we will create a digital humanity project the last 
month of the semester. 
 
This course contributes to both the Public & Oral History certificate and the Community Engagement 
and Leadership (CEL) certificate. The “CEL” designation for this course stands for “Community 
Engagement & Leadership” and is part of a new certificate program in the College of Liberal Arts (full 
details to be provided in class).  The purpose of this CEL course is to strengthen students’ understanding 
of their role in society as engaged citizens and to build the knowledge and competencies that will enable 
them to be socially responsible and participating community leaders.  Please also note that course 
assignments and assessments are developed in line with UTEP’s “Edge Advantages” goals.   
 
 
HIST 5306 CRN 27114   Online - W 5:00 – 7:50 p.m. 
Studies in World History 
Topic: Science and Empire 
Paul Edison 
 
This course explores the relationship between science and empire from a number of different 
perspectives. Although many of the readings concern what we think of as “science” and “scientists,” I 
take a broad view of science as organized knowledge and inquiry that can include “letters” and “arts”, 
and what we now call the social sciences. In addition to considering debates and examples from the field 
that self-identifies as “science and empire,” we will engage with other works involving knowledge and 
empire, and science in international and cross-cultural contexts. 
 
 
HIST 5306 CRN 27115    Online - R 5:00 – 7:50 p.m. 
Studies in World History 
Topic: History of Nationalism 
Leslie Waters 
 
This course examines the history of nationalism and theories of the concept. Undoubtedly one of the 
most influential ideologies of the modern era, nationalism nevertheless defies easy definition. This 
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course will focus on the founding theorists of the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, 
nationalism in the service of decolonization, and the debate between primordial and modernist 
interpretations of the nation. It will also introduce students to some of the extensive variety of ways in 
which historians have approached nationalism as a subject of historical inquiry, such as sport, popular 
culture, transportation, and literacy. 
 

 
HIST 5309 CRN 25587     Online - R 1:30 – 4:20 p.m. 
Studies in Latin American History 
Topic: Modern Mexico 
Samuel Brunk  
 
This is an online course, but one that will meet weekly at the scheduled class time.  Its primary aim is to 
acquaint students with some of the basic works and issues of the historiography of twentieth-century 
Mexico.  At the center of that historiography is the Mexican Revolution and the ways in which it has 
shaped subsequent Mexican history.  Students in this course will read works on the “epic revolution”—
the fighting stage—from 1910-1920; on the revolution’s subsequent institutionalization; on the 
“Mexican miracle,” which was essentially Mexico’s industrial revolution, after 1940; and on the 
infamous massacre at Tlatelolco in 1968 and the challenges that followed it.  In the process, we will look 
at general political, social, economic, cultural, and environmental trends, as well as specific topics. 
  
 
HIST 5312 CRN 28454     Online - W 1:30 – 4:20 p.m. 
Studies in Borderlands History 
Topic: Imperial Borderlands of the Gulf Coast of Mexico 
Christina Villareal 
 
During the eighteenth century, French, Spanish, and English governments vied for control over the land 
along the Gulf Coast of Mexico—territory in which diverse indigenous societies resided, traversed, 
controlled, and used according to their own diplomatic relations. European settlers brought enslaved 
Africans to the region, introducing new systems of slavery and a large Black population to the territory 
that includes present-day Texas, Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, and Florida. The Gulf Coast borderland 
became home to diverse populations with competing and conflicting agendas. Within this contentious 
borderland emerged overlapping visions of empire, disparate forms of racial slavery, and surprising 
collaborations. 
 
In this graduate seminar, students will explore the literature on the eighteenth-century borderlands of 
the Gulf Coast of Mexico, with a focus on indigenous land claims, slavery, race, and imperial 
competition. Students will make sense of the most recent hypsographical shifts, paying close attention 
to the methodologies and evidence that allowed for them. As a final project, students will write a grant 
proposal using methodologies and/or archival material from the course readings. 
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HIST 5312 CRN 28455     Online - T 1:30 – 4:20 p.m. 
Studies in Borderland History 
Topic: Beyond the Borderlands 
Larisa Veloz  
 
In this course we will, review, question, compare, challenge (and perhaps re-make) conceptual 
definitions of “the borderlands.” The geographical space of the Mexican-U.S. borderlands will serve us 
only as a point of departure and comparison to then examine scholarship on other borderlands- both 
geographical and conceptual in nature.  Our readings will take us beyond the borderlands to a deeper 
examination of cultural, local, national, and global boundaries and space.  
 

 
HIST 5320 CRN 28456    Online - T 5:00 – 7:50 p.m. 
Readings in US History to 1865 
Bradley Cartwright  
 
This graduate readings course provides an intensive survey of content relevant to the teaching of the 
first half of the U.S. history survey. The course readings proceed both chronologically and 
thematically.  Each week we will focus on argument, evidence, interpretation, method, and style as we 
situate these readings within current historiographical debates. We will also propose various methods 
for incorporating what we have learned from these readings into the teaching of American history 
through the Civil War.  Upon completing the course students will have facilitated a class discussion, led a 
disciplinary skills workshop, written a textbook analysis, and designed a syllabus for a course covering 
the first half of the U.S. History survey. 
  

 
HIST 5370 CRN 23410      Online - W 5:00 – 7:50 p.m. 
Seminar-United States History  
Jeffrey Shepherd  
 
This graduate research seminar course is open to original research projects from all topics, themes, and 
time-periods in U.S. history, conceived broadly. This course is particularly useful for students working on 
an extended MA Paper, MA Thesis, possible chapter in a dissertation, or for students hoping to publish 
an article.  While we will cover basic steps in the research process, and we will focus on grammar and 
writing, this course will emphasize the connections between historical theories and conceptual 
frameworks, and the use of primary source historical documents.  We will read approximately three 
books and 12 articles that exemplify and summarize important theories for historians, put into the 
service of evaluating primary documents, and written in the form of an analytical narrative.  Although 
the class is online, we will schedule safe visits to the library and Special Collections Department.  The 
class will be divided into steps of the writing process, with each step graded and assessed in a peer-
review format.  The final paper will be between 20-25 pages, excluding footnotes.   
 
 
 


